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CT/AGR2012.1/Circ.25
24 February 2026

CAPE TOWN AGREEMENT OF 2012 ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROVISIONS
OF THE TORREMOLINOS PROTOCOL OF 1993 RELATING TO THE TORREMOLINOS
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE SAFETY OF FISHING VESSELS, 1977

Fulfilment of requirements for entry into force

Accession by Argentina and Communication by Ghana

The Secretary-General has the honour to refer to the above Agreement, and to state that the
requirements for its entry into force, as set out in Article 4(1) thereof, have been fulffilled.

Article 4(1) of the Agreement provides as follows:

"This Agreement shall enter into force 12 months after the date on which not less
than 22 States the aggregate number of whose fishing vessels of 24 m in length and
over operating on the high seas is not less than 3,600 have expressed their consent
to be bound by it."

Following the issuance of circular CT/AGR2012.1/Circ.22, the Secretary-General received,
on 4 February 2026, a communication from Ghana declaring seventy-nine (79) fishing vessels
in accordance with article 4(1).

On 24 February 2026, accession to the Agreement by Argentina was effected by the deposit
of an instrument declaring 467 fishing vessels in accordance with article 4(1).

There are, at present, 28 Contracting States to the Agreement, with an aggregate number
of 3,754 fishing vessels of 24 m in length and over operating on the high seas.

In accordance with article 4(1), therefore, the Agreement will enter into force
on 24 February 2027, 12 months following the date on which the requirements for entry into force
were met.

CT-AGR2012.1-Circ.25.docx



IMPLEMENTATION CHART FOR THE CHAPTERS IN THE 2012 CAPE TOWN AGREEMENT f 442

Chapter Application
New fishing vessels Existing fishing vessels

(300 GT - 950 GT)

24m-45m >45 m 24m-45m >45 m Flexible

(2950 GT) (300 GT — 950 GT) (2950 GT) implementation

VIl | Emergency procedures, musters J (
and drills

IX | Radiocommunications @ @
X | Shipborne navigational \/ (
equipment and arrangements

J No more than
5 years

J No more than
10 years

J No more than
5 years

| General provisions @ @ @ @ N/A
Il | Construction, watertight J / @ @ N/A
integrity and equipment
Il | Stability and associated J / @ @ N/A
seaworthiness
IV | Machinery and  electrical @ / @ @ N/A
installations and periodically
unattended machinery spaces
V | Fire protection, fire detection, @ ( @ @ N/A
fire extinction and fire fighting
VI | Protection of the crew @ @ @ @ N/A
VIl | Life-saving  appliances and @ ( @ J No more than
arrangements 4 5 years

The flag Administration may decide to use gross tonnage (GT) in place of vessel length (L) as the basis for measurements for all chapters (Regulation 1/1(2)).

A new vessel is a vessel built after the entry into force of the Agreement (Regulation 1/2(1)).

On existing vessels, a Party may, in accordance with a plan, progressively implement the provisions of chapters VII, VIII, IX and X over a period of no more than 5 or
10 years, as indicated in this table. For a Party which avails itself of this possibility, the progressive implementation period starts on the date of entry into force of
the Agreement or the date when the Agreement becomes effective for the Party, whichever occurs later. (Regulation 1/2(4)-(5)).

The only requirements of chapter VIl that apply to existing vessels concern hand-held VHFs and radar transponders (Regulations VII/1(2) and VII/13-14).



